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In the Cinims: 

Pleusc amend claims 1-23. Please add new claims 24-28. The claims are as follows: 

] . (Currently amended) A mctliod for updating a database structure, said method comprising: 
gei i uv i ting a dy iuiniicall y cliiuigiue list of control dowuiuvnts, Jud 
prtTCessi iia hy ^ fii ^ st agc-i it tr niht A p proved fcon troi duumiicut u n tlie list, wh eretn 
pffioxssmg-flTtHirstrapprovc^^ Includes causing cAc^^uti iig at kMSt one task on 

ti.tg..fifst-q.yr oved contml dut^umcnt, and wliei e lji cxcculina a task on llic fii&t app roved control 
d u cLUUcnt liicUidcs -ti pdati n g ilic database stmcture 

pcncrating a view fil- the database structure, said view of the database structure b pjo£j> 
table that i^ t)QLaJfMQJ>£theAitaba^ s^^d V'cw identifying a plurali|v pf 9<?ntrt) l 

rlnnitimfii /-»"^<"i .inmimpni ftfthcpldralitv of cont r ol documents comPlis^n R a list of 
^ asks to be pcrfonned by at least one agent assigned to said each co ntrol document, said view 
hr-in,r nnr- Ani-ycA into columns t hat intcKul c a Tvne co lumn and a Status co1umn.,_said_cntnejinthe 
Ty^^rwln^nl■n■■. r^r^ jdc ntifvin^ 3 udoue c ontrol document of the phirality oF control docaoiCQtSL 

^y^^1.|infY thr. fnsks nn the l ist of lasks comprised by a fir st co ntrol document Of tl''c 
pinrnlity f^^^^Ptr^' 'i^^'im'-mg tb^ Tvpc Column having an Approvexl st a^s, gaid cxccutinp 
h,>inc pt^i-rn nncd bv tbo at lea.st one agen t assitmei l to the first co ntrol docum ent, said executing 
includi ng updating the database stru cture, 

snid entries in »l^'> ^tatn^; mbimn e ach b eing associated with a correspond in Ren ^arofa 
con trol doc u ment ide i-itififf^l i" the Tvpa column. 
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oa cii cnh-w in the Status column F or said ass o ciated control document identified in t hfi 
T^^P rr^^^^mii having a 5;c!ected from the arouo consisting of the An iyovcd stam.s^ a 
l^sap provcd status, a Di-aft status, nn d a Processed status, 

cmd Ap prove d status for said associated control docum ent identified in the Type cola.mn 
de noting th;it said associat ed control docume n t has been appr oved for havin g its tasks carried out, 

p aid Disapproved status for said associated c o_ ntrQl document identified in the Type 
column d enoting that said associated con t rol documen t cannot have its tasks carried,cmL, 

c',nrl Hrn-ft stain<i For said associated control docimicnt idenli fied in the TvnQ column 
dcn otinf>. that s ai d associated control document has been created but has not yet been a pjyrovgd 
for havi n g its tasks carried out , 

said Pr ocessed status for sa i d associated control dociuncnt identified in the Type colunm 
de noting tha t said nssociated cont rol docu mct\t has bad its tasks canned pyt- 

2. (CuiTcndy amended) Tho method of claim 1 , s aid method faillicr comprising: 

genera ting a view ot the Itsl, dnJ 

accessing the view by the il fust agent of the at least one agent assigncil to the fir?t contM 
doc ument, prior to pnju;j>sliia Hr^t app ro v e d cuiiti olttocum cnt esQC^tinR thejasks on the list 
QflMlcsj?,ornj2ri^^ 
status . 

3, (Currently amended) The mctliod of claim [[1]] 2, wherein said exepqtinp comj.riscs executing 
by the first a gent a first task haNmiSihpjVpfiiov^^ on tlie first app r oved control document 

09/965,146 3 



PAGE 4/26^ RCVD AT 4/1112005 10:40:49 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EF1(RF-110* DNIS:8729306* CSID: ' DURATION (mm-ss):0640 



APR- 11 -05 HON 10:03 AM 



FAX NO. 



P. 05/26 



inchidcs' exectttmg^h c fiisl lai.kb> Hit CuaL &gmt . 



4. (Cuncntly amended) The method of claim [[1]] 3, whci-cin executing [[a]] the first task on the 
fu st (ipprovcd control dociimejit hv the firs t accnt includes directly calling a second agent by tlie 
first agent and executing the first task by the second agent. 

5. (Cuncntly amended) The jncthod of claim [[1]] 3, wherein executing [[a]] flic first task on the 
first 3ppTX)Vcd control document hv the first agent includes indirecUy calling a second agent by 
the first agent and executing the first task by the second agent. 

6. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[I]] 3, said method further comprisins pioccssing 
bya sec oud agen t -a-secottd-app iuvcd ujnliul Jucu ment on tlie list, whciein proecssiiis Ih^ .-^cuind 
apprcFVTCl-con Uul document iitdudus uiuhiug tA L LUlliig At least uul. Ut&k OJt th e hCLunJ approved 
control -docomcnt accessing the view hv a se c ond agent of the at lca.«it one a&ent as.s j£a£d-tQ-^ 
second cont r ol document of the plurality of control documents, prior to e sgcmlnRthe ta,sks on the 
li st of tasks c o mprised by the second control document in the Type Column havinK tlic Approved 
status, whiircin said executin g comprises executin g bv tl^c second agent a first task havinfi the 
Appr nvrH stntu.s on the second control documen t, and wherein executing [[a]] the first task on 
the second approved control document inchides updating tlie database stmcturo. 

7. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 ]] 3, wherein executing [[a]] the first task on the 
first approved ccmti-ol document hyihc first agent includes updating a plurality of databases of 
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the database sti-uclurc. 



8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 3, wherein executing [[ft]] Iho firet task on the 
first approved control document iaoladcs updating a first database of the database structure, and 
wherein executing a second task having the Approved status on the first approved contit>l 
document includes updating a second database of the database structure. 

9. (Cunently amended) The method of clauTi [[ IJ] wherein [[a]] the first task and [[a]] the 
second task on the first appiuvod control document are not independent. 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1]] 3, w h c i c in tlic fi i &t agciit i s a T^script 
t'>peratin5^Tin"a:LD'-software eiiviiuniuuit, JuJ whac iirdic database stiucturc incUidt;s-fcN= 
dtrtnbasc s aid method further co mprising ac ccssinfr the view by a second aRcnt of the at 1 _east_onc 
n^T^ni ncisiprnt^d to th c first contro l document, prior to executing the tasks on the li.st of tasks 
comprised b v the first co ntrolijocuqiaiLkLth e Tvpc Column havin g the An n rOYcd status , 
whorain said cxeeuli np fi^r^ll'''" <- AfflpriHes executing bv the sc ^^nd af»ent a second task having the 
Ap provetl st i)t us on the first contro l document. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) Thc method of claim [[!]] 3, whuuu cxccutiua <>■ n*.!>t t tisk on the first 
approvcd'co iitiul Jocu nientrrnt;hide s iqjlciL.uig J uf a fii - bl pcibuu wiQi a uanK o f a -second 
pcrsoirhtroTrhtralitrtjftfatabasertjfth^ saMJUelbod further cflmjnjsins 
pcrfo nnint; the ta ^sksmihejustjiflsssk s comprised hv a Q^r-nnH nr^^^\rr^^ fincument of thc nluralitv 
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Qfcr^nt rol documenls in the Type Colum n having an A p proved status, said p Qrforminfi,heing 
gxecule d by the first agent, nssi g ncd to the first control doc u nicnthcing a1^;o a ssiftncd to the 
second co ntrol docum ent. 



1 2, (Currently amended) A computer system comprisin g a processor an d_ a computer read able 
memory unit cou pled to the pfoccssor^ said memory un it containin^y .so aware that when execute 
hyjhc processor implement n m ethod for updating a database structure, said method comprising: 
trdynamicjl l^ ^ Jiaiigina ^^^^ of co ntml documcntsi and 

tr flrst agcn t- ETdaplcd to process a f i r s t approved conlj ol docum e n t on t hc -lisl including to 
eatLsc^-excctttknv o f a t l e ast c n c tajsk on the £Ii-b.t approved conliul docuinent; wherein an 
cxecutiotrofVlrgrdc-Crtrthc^t^ docujii e nt incl ttdc s m upda ti ng of the database 

strtrctutc 

£iY^|^^jng ^ view oFthe database structure, sai d view of the database stmctare boijlC-a 
Lahlc th at is not u t a ble of the d atabasg^iicturc^ idcntifyins a u lu rglity pf con Lrgl 

docum ents, each control docu ment of the plurality of conlrol documents compristnK a list.o f 
tnj^jcgjojic I<:^ast one aticnt assi & ncd to said each control document, said vieve 

l^ne org nnixcd into columns th a t include a Tvpc colum n an d a Status colum n, said entries in the 
Tvpc colum n each identiryina a unique control document of the p l urality of con l rol docume pj^ 

cx ccutinK the ta s ks on the list of tasks comprised bv a first control docunicnt of the 
pjnnilily o f control doc u ments in thcTyjje Col nmn having an Approved status, said executing 
being prrformc^d h v the flt least one a^ent assigned to t h e first co ntrol document, said Qxqci^tjni^ 
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jiiclndinij up dating the daiabnsc stm ^tUTC, 

sai d entries in i h c Status column each being ossnciated with a correspondinG cntrv of ^ 



cach_enlry i n the Status column fo r said associated control docu menl identified in the 
yyp^ coUm m having :i K iaing '^nU-^cted from the p roup consisting of th e Approved .status, a 
Disapproved staUis, a DraQ statxis, and a ProQe5;s edstatvis^ 

sa id Appmved status for j ^ai d associate d control document identified in the Type column 
den oting thnt >sai4 associatetl control document hftA been ap proved for having its tasks ca rricd_ouL 

gai4 Disa pproved s tatus for said associat e ^ control document identified in t hc_Tvp.c 
column denotin g that said dissociated c o nti-ol docum en l: cannot have its ta sks carried o ut^ 

sa i d Draft status for said assoc i ated control document idcntifieci in the Type col umn 
denoting t liat said a s sociated con t rol document has been created but has not yet been approved 
for li avinp. its tasks cat ried out , 

saiil Pr ocessed sta t us for said associated, control document identified in the Tvpc colum n 
denoting tha t said associa t ed control doamient h a s had its task s carried out. 

13. (Currently amended) The compu ter system of claim 12, said method further comprising tr 
VTVw-of th e lii>l, whu -ciniherfr^i:-tigcnH^ dapt c J to ncce <>$-tUc view before pi-occs5ingtfaerfirst 
npprxjvcd-contrcrl-doctrmcnt nc cessing the view bv a fir st agent of th e a Ll east one a ge nt assifinccl 
tt Uhc first control document prior to executing the tasks on the list oF t asks comprisQ d bv tlie 
first contr ol document in the Type Column having the Atwovcd status. 
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14. (CiHTenlly amended) The computer system of claim -12 13, wherein an-t:\ci.uliui\ of a^irst 
tusk oiTiterHrsi-ap piuv e J co ntro l Ll u ^iiiiicut inclu c tcs a n-cxt^ulluii uf Ll*u Hii^L task by tVicrfirst 
^jgtm t sai t1 executing comprises executing bv the first agent n first la^k having the A pjitovcd 
statu s on the first ap proved con t rol docume nt. 

J 5- (Currcully amended) Tlie compute r system of claim -h2 H, wherein m\ cxcujliuii ufafiist 
tuj^Teon the Gi^t a pprov eil co ntrol • documc n t itic lnJca a direct c aHi ng of a se cond agent by tlic f i r s t 
agcnt-antl-an'ex eciitiun of t he Orst t; is- k: by t he s^^co ndagent executing Ih c first task on theJkst 
contr ol documen t b y the fir!^t agent includes directly call ing a second a^ent by . tlic first a^ent at^d 
ex ecu ( in g the flnst t as k bv the second agent . 

16. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim 15 14> wherein an i^xccution of a first 
task-tnHhxrftrsi-approrc^ 

fiiv^t-aecrtt-mitHtn-cxcOTtTOT^ executing the first task on the 

first co ntrol docum i--T^r l>y the first apent includes indire ctl y calling a second atycnt by the first 
ngcnt pt)d executing: the first task bv the sec ond_aj3Lent. 



17. (Currently amended) The compnISE system of claim 42 H, said method furllicr comprising <x 
stxamiTigcrrt-ad7Tptcd-ta proc e ss a ^cu)nd a p piovoil control document on the lii>l uKluJiugixy 
causc-crn-CTtxn:itiorrof^tt4txtst^^^ th e secon d-ap proved cont ro l -document, whciciik aii 

cxcctrtiotrafivtaslcTnrtihT^ ^ app rov ed control ^octnncul mcludcs-annipdating ofihc 
dntabaMtrutnictirrc a ccessing the view bv a second a^ent of t he at least one a ftcnt assigiiedjon 
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sccojut co ntro l document of the plura l ity of conirol docuinci\ts. prior to e xecuting the la^ks on the 
li st of tnsks co mprised bv th e second control document in die Tvpc ColuTii n having the App roved 
shitug. >v hcrcia said ex e cuting comp ri ses executing by the second agent a first task hayinR t he 
Ap proved status o n the second control document, and wherein ex ecuting the fir$t_task on the 
sea) nd approved co ntrol docum e nt include s updating the databa s e staicture . 

1 8. (Currcnlly amended) Tlic computer system of claim 1*2 J4, wherein <ui execution of a first 
hfo-kx)n the^mtrirpiTrove ^ control d o cuni c uC iudud c y an updating of ap hir allty o f dafaibasc s-of 
tftcTtoabasc-strtfcttirt: ex ecuting the f i rst task on ih Q. first control document by the firyt flgent 
incltujes up dating, a plu ra lity of databases of the da t abase structure . 

1 9. (Currently amended) 'llic computer system of claim +4 14, wherein an execution ofa-first 
task-orrthc-first approved contiol docun ic uL iuc1udc« mn.Tpda ting of a fi r st database of the 
d^ildbasc stnt ctu ie, and w hc it r iu . n i execution of a s re cond Usk on die fir s -t-appiuved control 
docume n t nnc hides an u p dating of n s ec ond databa s e of the databuhc &ti uc Utrc cxQCutiTigihcfirst 
task on the fi rs t control doc a mcnt includes updating a -(irst d a tabase of the datab ase structure, and 
wherejrLOX CCUtin^^ a second task having the Approved StatllS on the firs t control documCTt 
inghjdes u pdating a seco n d databofie of the databa s e struetutx; , 

20. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim i-i T9, wherein [[a]] ihe fifst task and 
[[a]] the second task on the first ttpprovcd control document are not independent. 

09/965,146 9 
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21 . (CuiTcntly amended) Die coinputer system of claim +2 H> wherein the Fust aguit is -a-I:>- 
$cnpt'opcratfngnvithi n a LD-so ft warc c nvi ro tmieiil, <uk1 wli ct cui H i e Jataba. S'c ^tiuciurc includes 
fcN-ifehtVascs said incLho d fni-ther com prisinii ac c essing the vi ew by a s ec ond ng; ent of the at lea<;t 
o ne agent a-ssigncd to the first control (locument. nrior to ex ceiiting the ta.';ks o n the list of ta.^k^ 
com pn<;eci bv the first control document in the Type Colum nh aviiiR the Appx pvod St£^tu?, 
wh erein said ex e cuting fUrth e r comorise i ? executing hv the second aggnt a se cond task hayija&thc 
A_3-)p i'ovcd status on t he first co n trol docum ent. 

22. (Currently amended) The computer system of claim « 14, whcichi Ju execution of a fir^"t 
tns-lc^n-t lic rua;t api ) mvcJ con tr o H ocumcnt i ncludes a replacing o f a nam e o f a fi ist person with 
trTCTmc-oftt- second pe rs on in a plm ^t ity of databases of th e JalubAS C ; i>truc t i3re said method 
farther compristnG nerformi n q the tn.^ks on the li?>t oFt a sks comprised by a second con tr o l 
^locumc nt of the plura l ity of control document' s in t he Type Column havinK nn App roved status, 
said nertbrm i ng beinK executed by the first agent ass igned to the first co ntrpl ^QWiTienlbcing 
al so assigned tQ lhc second c ontrol doc imicnt, 

23. (Currently amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium 
having a computer readable code embodied therein, said computer readable code including an 
^.j^^-^^^^^ed -to process -a n appiuv t ^d ojii iio ] d o cum L. nt on a ayna n ncally changi ng list of control 
ttocnmcrrtsrsai d lu piuccss - mduJiiia tu i^m^c au xxc uu t iuu u fal l e ast o hk. U,sk on Q ic approved 
controfdocamcnt , said cxca i tion of a tas k on the a pprove d luhLioI Jocujti c iiL induJiiia 
up dating of th e daUbasc b- trtictnrc c pmprigin g fiof^v^a^g adapted to implement a meljaodioi: 
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ujjcjntjng a clatnhrLse sinicturo. said niel hod comprising: 

gen erating n view of thc.database stmcture. s aid view of the database fvtrucUirQbeiiijLa 
Uibi c that is n ot a tabic but docs not actually exist as a tnblo of the data ba5;c stmcture, said view 
idcnt ifyi a pluiiiliLv of control documents, each con tr ol document oft hc plurality of control 
d ocument?; co m prising a l i st of tasks to be performed bv at least one a^ent a j^signcd to .saidcach 
cont rol documenL said view being organized into columns that i nclude a Ty p e column an^ a 
Status c ol umn, said entries in the Tvi^ column each identifying a uninne control d QQ\im^nt ^TUic 
plural ity of c o ntrol docum cntsL 

ex ecuting the tasics on the list oFtasks comnrisedhy a first cont rol dpcumcul of the 
plurality ol'control doc unicnts in t he Tvi->e Column having an AoorovecL status, saiciex^Ilting 
ham^ perform ed bv the at Icast one a gent assigned to the first control docanricnt. said ex^utiii^ 
includi n g updating the datab as e structure . 

said en tries in the Status C4->l umn each being associated with a corre s ponding: entry of a 
coiitro l document i dentified in the Tvne column, 

onch entry in the Stata c p^lnmn for said associated control document identified in the 
T^jTCj^mn haying a status sele ctcdJrOTn thp VJWr> C0T) sisting of the Approved status^ 
n isa pprpvcd slalu s. a Draft status, and a Pfocessc d status, 

sa id Approved status for said associated con t rol documen t identified in the Tvdc column 
denoti ng jhat^aidjis sociatccl Ci -tntrol doc ument has been ann rnve^l for havinn its tasks coiTicd.ouL 

sajdJDisap jrovcd statu s for sai d associated control docament identified in the Ty^ 
eohnnn d cnotinu that said associated control docum ent cannot have its tasks carried out,. 

said Draft status for sfiid as sociated control document identified in the 1^yp e_cohmin 
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denoli np that j;aid associated contml docnTTicnt h ns bcca created but has not vet been approved 
fim^hnving if q i}\^k<i carried o uU 

s aid Processed status fm-5;aid associ a ted control document identifi ed in the Tvpc column 
^ienotin g that said as s ociatctl control docamcnt has had its tasks carried out 

24. (New) The computer program product of claim 23, said method fiuther comprisinfi: 

accessing the view by a fu-st agent of the at least one agent assigned to the first control 
document, prior to executing the taslcs on the list of tasks comprised by the first contixil 
document in the Type Column having the Approved status, wherein said executing comprises 
executing by the first agent a first task having the Approved status on the first control document; 
and 

accessing the view by a second agent of the fit least one agent assigned to the first control 
document, prior to executing the tasks on tlie list of tasks comprised by the first control 
document in the Type Column having the Approved status, wherein said executing further 
comprises executing by the second agent a second task having the Approved status on tlie first 
contix)! document, 

25, (New) The computer prograni product of claim 23, said method further comprising: 

accessing the view by a first agent of tlie at least one agent assigned to the first control 
document, prior to cxcaiting the tasks on the list of tasks comprised by the first control 
document in tlie Type Column having the Approved status, wherein said executing comprises 
executing by the first agent a first task having the Approved status on the first control document; 

09/965,146 12 
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and 

performing tlie tasks on the list of tasks comprised by a second control document of the 
plurality of control documents in the Type Column having an Approve<l status, said perfonning 
being executed by the first agent assigned to the first control document being also assigned to the 
second control document, 

26, (New) The coniputer program product of claim 23, wherein said entries in Status column 
comprise a first entry having tihe Approved status, a second eiitry having the Disapproved status, 
a third entry having the Draft status, and a fourth entry having the Processed status;, 

27, (Mew) Tlie computer program product of claim 23, 

said columns further comprising a Submitter column and a Submitted On column, 
said entries in the Submitter column each being associated wilh a concsponding cntty in 
the Type column, 

said entries in the Submitted On column each being associated with a corresponding entry 
in the Type column, 

said Submitter column identifying a person who initially submitted said associated 
control document in the Typo column in said Draft status, 

snid Submitted On column identifyinfi a date and time at which said associated conti'ol 
document in the Type column was initially submitted in said Draft: status. 

28, (New) The mcUiod of claim 1, wherein said entries in Status column comprise a first cntiy 
09/965,146 13 
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having Ihc Approved status, a second entry having ihcj Disapproved status, a third entry having 
the Di-aft status, and a fourth entry havbig the Processed status. 

29. (New) The mctliod of claim 1 , 

said columns further comprii>ing a Submitter column and a Suhmittcd On column, 
said entries in the Submitter column each being associated witJi a corresponding entry in 
the Typo column, 

said entries in the Submitted On column each being associated with a corresponding cntiy 
in the Type column, 

said Submitter column identifying a person wlio initially submitted said associated 
control document in the Type column in said Draft status, 

said Submitted On column identifying a date and time at which said associated control 
docujuent in the Type column was initially submitted in said Draft status. 

30. (New) Tlic computer system of claim 1 2, wherein said entries in Status column comprise a 
first entry having tlic Approved status, a second entry having the Disapproved status, a tliird entry 
having the Draft statius, and a fom-tb entry having the Processed status. 

3 1. (New) The computer system of claim 1 2, 

said columns further comprising a Submitter colunrn and a Submitted On column, 
said entries in the Submitter column each being associated with a corresponding entry in 
thcTyi>c column, 
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said cTLtrics in the SubiTiitted On column each being associated witli a coiTCsponding entry 
in ihc Type colunni, 

said Submitter column identifying a person who initially submitted said associated 
control document in the Typo column in said Draft status, 

said Submitted On column identifying a date and time nt which said associated control 
document in Ihc Type column was iniLtally submitted in said Draft status. 
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